Put-In-Bay

On 10 September 1813 Oliver Hazard Perry, commanding an American fleet of nine vessels, defeated a British fleet of six ships at the Battle of Lake Erie. Perry's pivotal victory was the turning point of the War of 1812 in the Old Northwest, and his success also enabled William Henry Harrison to transport his army to Canada, where a small British army and its Indian allies were defeated at the Battle of the Thames River on 5 October 1813. These dual victories virtually ended the war in the Old Northwest and provided one of the principal bargaining points for the United States commissioners at the peace talks in Ghent, Belgium.
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On Put-In-Bay stands the Perry Peace Memorial in honor of Oliver Perry, those killed in battle, and the victory without which the War of 1812 wouldn’t have been won by the Americans. 

Besides being a very popular summer resort due to its beautiful landscape and the majestic lake that surrounds it, its also home to the ever so popular camp out that our troop takes part in. There is also the Heineman's winery and Crystal Cave, the world's largest geode. 


Will Heinrichs, 1st class, says “It was fun and very well put together. Even though it rained at night, the day was still very sunny. I roomed with Troy, Blake, and Jamey.” Upon further interview, he noted that “I found myself well prepared and when it came the time to set up, it came and went surprisingly quick.”


I later questioned Will about the more serious side of the campout besides the candy store and parade and he stated that “I learned much about the Perry monument, who and what it stands for, and the War of 1812. I also visited the winery, explored caves, biked the island, and tackled a maze. I also went up the monument and saw Cedar Point, the Canadian border, and much more of the island. I will definitely be back next year!”


Even though I myself was unable to attend this year, I know how fun and educational this campout is and I would say its right up there on my top three favorite campouts. So if you find yourself yearning for a thrill and much enjoyment why not consult the Scout Master about possibly joining in on next year’s campout to Put-In-Bay. 
