Tenderfoot Weekend April 21-22, 2007

---Paul Weaner 
The annual Troop Tenderfoot weekend was held April 21-22 at McCarthy's farm in Michigan.  Thanks to the McCarthy's for hosting us, and for the adult leaders who came on the weekend.  Because we were a little light on Scout leadership, I was the acting SPL, with a group of about a dozen mostly first and second year Scouts.  For April, the weather was, as my dad put it, “gorgeous”.  This shorter campout is to help new Scouts get some camping experience and learn some scouting skills -- and some of the first years did need help with setting up the tents.  The older guys pitched in and everything went fine.  The obstacle course was a hit.  In the evening, some hung out at the campfire and some played "capture the flag". Our team made our flag out of grass, sticks, straw, and the handy man’s (and Scout's) secret weapon, duct tape. It worked so effectively, one person walked over it and even fell on it without finding it.  Several Scouts caught fish from the McCarthy's pond.  For lunch, the food in our cooking patrol was cold cuts and we were able to eat right away.  The other patrol, which consisted mostly of the younger scouts, tried to cook lunch.  A valiant effort and good for acquiring Scout skills, but not the best way to get to eat fast.  Another learning experience.  A "hobo dinner" was prepared by parents in the troop using McCarthy's beer keg pressure cooker.  The camp fire provided a chance for everyone to toast some S'mores (and learn what NOT to throw into a fire).  All in all, a very good weekend.
